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1 . ON DEC 17, GNA COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HEADED BY PM EVERTSZ 
STRIPPED PORTFOLIOS AND POWER FROM THE 3 MEP MINISTERS 
(VOS OF JUSTICE, DE KORT OF FINANCE, AND CROES OE EDUCATION 
AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS.) THE THREE REMAIN IN CABINET 
WITHOUT PORTFOLIO UNTIL REMOVED BY STATEN. PRESIDENT OF 
STATEN F. FIGAROA (MEP) HAS DECLINED NVP-U'S AND FOL'S 
REQUEST TO CALL MEETING OF STATEN, PROPOUNDING MEP VIEW 
THAT NEW ELECTIONS ARE WARRANTED BY EVERTSZ'S QTE BREACH OF 
FAITH UNQTE. IF FIGAROA CONTINUES TO BALK, NA GOVERNOR 

LF.ITO HAS AUTHORITY TO CALL STATEN INTO EXTRAORDINARY SESSION, 
WHICH HE REPORTEDLY IS WILLING TO DO IF NECESSARY. 

2. VOTE TO OUST 3 MEP MINISTERS REQUIRES 12 OF 22 STATEN 
VOTES; WITHOUT MEP SUPPORT, COALITION HAS ONLY 10 SURE 
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BEFORE HE CAN EJECT MEP. MOST LIKELY CANDIDATE REMAINS 
ARUBA'S PATRIOTIC PARTY (PPA) WHICH DENIES IT HAS BEEN APPROACHED 
BUT APPEARS VERY WILLING. (SEE COMMENT.) 

3. IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT, MEP BOSS BETICO CROES, ON DEC 17, 

TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE THAT IE ARUBA DOES NOT RECEIVE COOPERATION 
EROM THE OTHER NA ISLANDS AND HOLLAND IN REALIZING HER 
QTE STATUS APARTE UNQTE GOALS, ARUBA WILL QTE PROCLAIM HER 
INDEPENDENCE UNILATERALLY UNQTE. HE MENTIONED NO DATE, 

BUT SIGNIEICANTLY, NEITHER CROES NOR OTHER MEP LEADERS HAVE 
DENIED PERSISTANT RUMORS APPEARING IN THE PRESS AND ELSEWHERE 
TO THE EEEECT THAT MARCH 18, 1977 IS QTE THE DAY UNQTE. 

4 COMMENT. OUR ASSESSMENT IS THAT THE PRESENT CRISIS IS MORE 
APPARENT THAN REAL. EVERTSZ ENJOYS HIS MINISTER PRESIDENT 
ROLE, WE FEEL, AND WOULD NOT HAVE PRECIPITATED THE CRISIS AT 
THIS TIME IE HE HAD EELT THAT HIS OWN POSITION WAS IN JEOPARDY. 
ACCORDING TO A KNOWLEDGEABLE (AND WE BELIEVE RELIABLE) 

ERENTE OBRERO DI LIBERATION (FOL) SOURCE, ARUBA'S PPA WITH 
3 SEATS WILL INDEED JOIN THE GOVERNING COALITION. THIS WILL 
SATISFY GOVERNOR LEITO'S STATED PREEERENCE EOR A COALITION 
IN WHICH ALL THE ISLANDS ARE REPRESENTED. 

5. WITH THE DEPARTURE OE MEP, EVERTSZ NVP-U PARTY'S POSITION 
AS THE LARGEST IN A NEW COALITION IS STRENGTHENED. 

EVERTSZ, HIMSELE EREED EROM MEP BAYING PROM WITHIN THE 
GOVERNMENT ABOUT QTE STATUS APARTE UNQTE, WILL PEEL BETTER 
ABLE TO RESIST DUTCH PRESSURE EOR NA INDEPENDENCE WITHIN THE 
NEAR TERM. 

6. WE DOUBT THAT CROES WILL GET VERY PAR WITH HIS UNILATERAL 
DECLARATION OP INDEPENDENCE THREAT, IF THE DUTCH STICK TO 
THEIR POLICY OP DISCUSSING INDEPENDENCE ONLY WITH THE GNA. 

HANSON 
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